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Security, Democracy, Human Rights, and Global
Women’s Issues concluded a hearing to examine
United States-Colombia relations, focusing on new
opportunities to reinforce and strengthen the bilat-
eral relationship, after receiving testimony from
Kirsten D. Madison, Assistant Secretary for Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, and
Kevin M. O’Reilly, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bu-
reau of Western Hemisphere Affairs, both of the De-
partment of State; John Barsa, Assistant Adminis-
trator for Latin America and the Caribbean, United
States Agency for International Development; and
Christine Balling, Latin American Affairs, and Adri-
enne Arsht, Latin America Center, both of Wash-
ington, D.C.
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TRIBAL ACCESS TO SPECTRUM

Committee on Indian Affairs: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the Government Accountability
Office report on tribal access to spectrum, focusing
on promoting communications services in Indian
country, after receiving testimony from Andrew Von
Ah, Director, Physical Infrastructure Issues, Govern-
ment Accountability Office; Donald K. Stockdale,
Jr., Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission; Belinda Nel-
son, Gila River Telecommunications, Inc., Chandler,
Arizona; and Kimball Sekaquaptewa, Santa Fe Indian
School, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 25 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 4370-4394; and 5 resolutions, H.
Con. Res. 63—64; and H. Res. 561-563 were intro-
duced. Pages H7772-74

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H7774-75

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows:

H.R. 3525, to amend the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 to direct the Commissioner of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection to establish uniform processes
for medical screening of individuals interdicted be-
tween ports of entry, and for other purposes, with an
amendment (H. Rept. 116-211). Page H7772

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she
appointed Representative Gottheimer to act as
Speaker pro tempore for today. Page H7757

Recess: The House recessed at 10:21 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 noon. Page H7759

Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the
Guest Chaplain, Chaplain Major General Steven
Schaick, U.S. Air Force Chief of Chaplains, The Pen-
tagon, Arlington, VA. Page H7759

Recess: The House recessed at 1:09 p.m. and recon-
vened at 1:15 p.m. Page H7766

Forced Arbitration Injustice Repeal Act—Rule
for Consideration: The House agreed to H. Res.
558, providing for consideration of the bill (H.R.
1423) to amend title 9 of the United States Code
with respect to arbitration; waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to consideration
of certain resolutions reported from the Committee

on Rules; and providing for consideration of motions
to suspend the rules, by a yea-and-nay vote of 228
yeas to 196 nays, Roll No. 534, after the previous
question was ordered by a yea-and-nay vote of 228
yeas to 195 nays, Roll No. 533.

Pages H7761-65, H7766-67

Suspension—Proceedings Resumed: The House
agreed to suspend the rules and pass the following
measure. Consideration began Tuesday, September

17th.

Department of Veterans Affairs Expiring Au-
thorities Act of 2019: H.R. 4285, to amend title 38,
United States Code, to extend and modify certain
authorities and requirements relating to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, by a 25 yea-and-nay vote
of 417 yeas to 1 nay, Roll No. 535.  Pages H7767-68

Recess: The House recessed at 2:39 p.m. and recon-
vened at 6:30 p.m. Page H7771

Quorum Calls—Votes: Three yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear
on pages H7766, H7766-67, and H7767-68. There

were no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:31 p.m.

Committee Meetings

OVERSIGHT HEARING: MENTAL HEALTH
NEEDS OF CHILDREN IN HHS CUSTODY

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies held a hearing en-
titled “Oversight Hearing: Mental Health Needs of
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Children in HHS Custody”. Testimony was heard
from the following Department of Health and
Human Services officials: Jonathan Hayes, Director,
Office of Refugee Resettlement; Ann Maxwell, As-
sistant Inspector General, Office of Inspector Gen-
eral; and Jonathan White, Commander, Public
Health Service Commissioned Corps.

SHATTERED FAMILIES, SHATTERED
SERVICE: TAKING MILITARY DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE OUT OF THE SHADOWS

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Personnel held a hearing entitled “Shattered
Families, Shattered Service: Taking Military Domes-
tic Violence Out of the Shadows”. Testimony was
heard from A.T. Johnston, Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Military Community and Fam-
ily Policy, Department of Defense; Kenneth Noyes,
Associate Director, Department of Defense Family
Advocacy Program (Military Family Readiness Pol-
icy), Department of Defense; and public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Education and Labor: Full Committee
held a markup on H.R. 4334, the “Dignity in
Aging Act of 2019”; and H.R. 4301, the “School
Shooting Safety and Preparedness Act”. H.R. 4334
and H.R. 4301 were ordered reported, as amended.

BUILDING A 100 PERCENT CLEAN
ECONOMY: PATHWAYS TO NET ZERO
INDUSTRIAL EMISSIONS

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Environment and Climate Change held a hearing en-
titled “Building a 100 Percent Clean Economy:
Pathways to Net Zero Industrial Emissions”. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Financial Services: Full Committee began
a markup on H.R. 123, the “FHA Additional Credit
Pilot Program Reauthorization Act”; H.R. 132, the
“North America Development Bank Improvement
Act of 2019”; H.R. 4029, the “Tribal Eligibility for
Homeless Assistance Grants Act of 2019”; H.R.
4067, the “Financial Inclusion in Banking Act of
2019”; H.R. 4242, the “Greater Accountability in
Pay Act of 2019”; H.R. 4300, the “Fostering Stable
Housing Opportunities Act of 2019”; H.R. 4302,
the “Facilitating Access to Homeless Assistance Act
of 2019”; H.R. 4328, the “Protecting Innocent Con-
sumers Affected by a Shutdown Act’; H.R. 4329,
the “ESG Disclosure Simplification Act of 20197
legislation to amend the Securities and Exchange Act
of 1934 to allow for the SEC to seek and Federal
courts to grant restitution to investors and
disgorgement of unjust enrichment; legislation on
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the 8-K Trading Gap Act of 2019; and legislation
on the Corporate Management Accountability Act of
2019.

VOICES LEADING THE NEXT GENERATION
ON THE GLOBAL CLIMATE CRISIS

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Eu-
rope, Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment; and
Full Committee of the House Select Committee on
the Climate Crisis held a joint hearing entitled
“Voices Leading the Next Generation on the Global
Climate Crisis”. Testimony was heard from public
witnesses.

U.S. INTERESTS IN EAST ASIA AND THE
PACIFIC AND THE FY20 BUDGET

COmmittee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Asia,
the Pacific, and Nonproliferation held a hearing enti-
tled “U.S. Interests in East Asia and the Pacific and
the FY20 Budget”. Testimony was heard from David
Stilwell, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of East Asian
and Pacific Affairs, Department of State; and Gloria
Steele, Acting Assistant Administrator, Bureau for
Asia, U.S. Agency for International Development.

MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF WHITE
NATIONALIST TERRORISM AT HOME AND
ABROAD

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on the
Middle East, North Africa, and International Ter-
rorism; and Subcommittee on Intelligence and
Counterterrorism of the House Committee on
Homeland Security held a hearing entitled “Meeting
the Challenge of White Nationalist Terrorism at
Home and Abroad”. Testimony was heard from pub-
lic witnesses.

OVERSIGHT OF THE SMITHSONIAN
INSTITUTION

Committee on House Administration: Full Committee
held a hearing entitled “Oversight of the Smithso-
nian Institution”. Testimony was heard from Lonnie
G. Bunch III, Secretary, Smithsonian Institution; and
Cathy L. Helm, Inspector General, Smithsonian In-
stitution.

OVERSIGHT OF THE FOREIGN
INTELLIGENCE SURVEILLANCE ACT

Committee on the Judiciary: Full Committee held a
hearing entitled “Oversight of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act”. Testimony was heard from
Brad Wiegmann, Deputy Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, National Security Division, Department of Jus-
tice; Michael Orlando, Deputy Assistant Director,
Counterterrorism Division, Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation; and Susan Morgan, National Security Agen-

cy.
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MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Natural Resources: Full Committee held
a markup on H.R. 182, to extend the authorization
for the Cape Cod National Seashore Advisory Com-
mission; H.R. 263, to rename the Oyster Bay Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge as the Congressman Lester
Wolff Oyster Bay National Wildlife Refuge; H.R.
473, to authorize the Every Word We Utter Monu-
ment to establish a commemorative work in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and its environs, and for other
purposes; H.R. 560, the “Northern Mariana Islands
Residents Relief Act”; H.R. 737, the “Shark Fin
Sales Elimination Act of 2019”; H.R. 1023, the
“Great Lakes Fishery Research Authorization Act of
2019”; H.R. 1218, the “American Fisheries Advi-
sory Committee Act”’; H.R. 1314, the “Integrated
Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act Amend-
ments of 2019”; H.R. 1380, the “Big Cat Public
Safety Act”’; H.R. 1446, the “Multinational Species
Conservation Funds Semipostal Stamp Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2019”; H.R. 2189, the “Digital Coast
Act”; H.R. 2245, the “CECIL Act”; H.R. 2405, the
“National Sea Grant College Program Amendments
Act of 2019”; H.R. 2406, the “National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration Commissioned Of-
ficer Corps Amendments Act of 2019”; H.R. 2490,
to amend the National Trails System Act to direct
the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study on
the feasibility of designating the Chief Standing Bear
National Historic Trail, and for other purposes; and
H.R. 2819, the “Gold Star Families National Monu-
ment Extension Act”. H.R. 182, H.R. 263, H.R.
737, H.R. 1023, and H.R. 1380 were ordered re-
ported, without amendment. H.R. 1218, H.R. 473,
H.R. 560, H.R. 1314, H.R. 1446, H.R. 2189, H.R.
2245, H.R. 2405, H.R. 2406, H.R. 2490, and H.R.
2819 were ordered reported, as amended.

OVERSEEING THE OVERSEERS: COUNCIL OF
THE INSPECTORS GENERAL ON INTEGRITY
AND EFFICIENCY AT 10 YEARS

Committee on Quersight and Reform: Subcommittee on
Government Operations held a hearing entitled
“Overseeing the Overseers: Council of the Inspectors
General on Integrity and Efficiency at 10 Years”.
Testimony was heard from Kathy Buller, Inspector
General, Peace Corps, and Executive Director, Coun-
cil of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Effi-
ciency Legislation Committee; Scott Dahl, Inspector
General, Department of Labor, and Chairman, Coun-
cil of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Effi-
ciency Legislation Committee; and Michael Horo-
witz, Inspector General, Department of Justice, and
Chairman, Council of the Inspectors General on In-
tegrity and Efficiency Legislation Committee.
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DEVELOPING CORE CAPABILITIES FOR
DEEP SPACE EXPLORATION: AN UPDATE
ON NASA’S SLS, ORION, AND
EXPLORATION GROUND SYSTEMS

Committee on  Science, Space, and Technology: Sub-
committee on Space and Aeronautics held a hearing
entitled “Developing Core Capabilities for Deep
Space Exploration: An Update on NASA’s SLS,
Orion, and Exploration Ground Systems”. Testimony
was heard from Kenneth Bowersox, Associate Ad-
ministrator (Acting), Human Exploration and Oper-
ations, National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion; Cristina Chaplain, Director, Contracting and
National Security Acquisitions, Government Ac-
countability Office; and a public witness.

THE NEXT MILE: TECHNOLOGY
PATHWAYS TO ACCELERATE
SUSTAINABILITY WITHIN THE
TRANSPORTATION SECTOR

Committee on  Science, Space, and Technology: Sub-
committee on Energy held a hearing entitled “The
Next Mile: Technology Pathways to Accelerate Sus-
tainability within the Transportation Sector”. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses.

THE ROLE OF THE SBA’S 8(a) PROGRAM IN
ENHANCING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

Committee on Small Business: Full Committee held a
hearing entitled “The Role of the SBA’s 8(a) Pro-
gram in Enhancing Economic Opportunities”. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses.

THE ADMINISTRATION’S PRIORITIES AND
POLICY INITIATIVES UNDER THE CLEAN
WATER ACT

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Sub-
committee on Water Resources and Environment
held a hearing entitled “The Administration’s Prior-
ities and Policy Initiatives Under the Clean Water
Act”. Testimony was heard from Dave Ross, Assist-
ant Administrator, Office of Water, Environmental
Protection Agency; Maia Bellon, Director, Depart-
ment of Ecology, Washington; Becky Keogh, Sec-
retary, Department of Energy and Environment, Ar-
kansas; and public witnesses.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Full Committee held a
business meeting to Reauthorize the Women Vet-
erans’ Task Force. Reauthorization of the Women’s
Veteran’s Task Force passed.
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CRITICAL IMPACT: HOW BARRIERS TO
HIRING AT VA AFFECT PATIENT CARE
AND ACCESS

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Full Committee held a
hearing entitled “Critical Impact: How Barriers to
Hiring at VA Affect Patient Care and Access”. Tes-
timony was heard from Daniel R. Sitterly, Assistant
Secretary, Office of Human Resources and Adminis-
tration/Operations, Security, and Preparedness, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs; Michael Missal, Inspec-
tor General, Department of Veterans Affairs; and
Robert Goldenkoff, Director, Strategic Issues, Gov-
ernment Accountability Office.

Joint Meetings
GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

Joint  Economic Committee: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine gun violence in America, focus-
ing on understanding and reducing the costs of fire-
arm injuries and deaths, after receiving testimony
from Adam Skaggs, Giffords Law Center to Prevent
Gun Violence, New York, New York; Tina Meins,
Everytown Survivor Network, Washington, D.C,
John R. Lott, Jr., Crime Prevention Research Center,
Alexandria, Virginia; and Suzanna Gratia Hupp,
former Member of the Texas House of Representa-
tives, Lampasas County, Texas.

—

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2019

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

Committee on Appropriations: business meeting to markup
an original bill making appropriations for Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, an original
bill making appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, and related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2020, and an original bill making appro-
priations for Financial Services and General Government
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, 10:30
a.m., SD-106.

Committee on Foreign Relations: to hold hearings to exam-
ine the nominations of Marshall Billingslea, of Virginia,
to be an Under Secretary of State (Civilian Security, De-
mocracy, and Human Rights), Adam Seth Boehler, of
Louisiana, to be Chief Executive Officer of the United
States International Development Finance Corporation,
Darrell E. Issa, of California, to be Director of the Trade
and Development Agency, and Michael Pack, of Mary-
land, to be Chief Executive Officer of the Broadcasting
Board of Governors, 9:30 a.m., SD—419.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: to
hold hearings to examine the nomination of Eugene
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Scalia, of Virginia, to be Secretary of Labor, 9 a.m.,
SD-430.

Committee on the Judiciary: business meeting to consider
S. 2132, to promote security and provide justice for
United States victims of international terrorism, S. 2281,
to amend chapter 11 of title 35, United States Code, to
require the voluntary collection of demographic informa-
tion for patent applications, and the nominations of Halil
Suleyman Ozerden, of Mississippi, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit, David B. Barlow, to
be United States District Judge for the District of Utah,
John Fitzgerald Kness, to be United States District Judge
for the Northern District of Illinois, R. Austin Huffaker,
Jr., to be United States District Judge for the Middle
District of Alabama, Lee Philip Rudofsky, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern District of Arkansas,
Justin Reed Walker, to be United States District Judge
for the Western District of Kentucky, Eleni Maria
Roumel, of Maryland, to be a Judge of the United States
Court of Federal Claims, and Kenneth Charles Canter-
bury, Jr., of South Carolina, to be Director, Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, W. Stephen
Muldrow, to be United States Attorney for the District
of Puerto Rico, Michael D. Baughman, to be United
States Marshal for the Western District of Pennsylvania,
Kerry Lee Pettingill, to be United States Marshal for the
Eastern District of Oklahoma, and Fernando L. G. Sablan,
to be United States Marshal for the District of Guam and
concurrently United States Marshal for the District of the
Northern Mariana Islands, all of the Department of Jus-
tice, 10 a.m., SD-226.

House

Committee on Agriculture, Subcommittee on General
Farm Commodities and Risk Management; and Sub-
committee and Livestock and Foreign Agriculture, joint
hearing entitled “To Review the Implementation of Fed-
eral Farm and Disaster Programs”, 10 a.m., 1300 Long-
worth.

Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies, hearing en-
titled “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathe-
matics (STEM) Engagement”, 10 a.m., H-309 Capitol.

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies, hearing entitled “Marine Debris: Impacts on
Ecosystems and Species”, 10:30 a.m., 2008 Rayburn.

Committee on the Budget, Full Committee, hearing enti-
tled “Solutions to Rising Economic Inequality”, 10 a.m.,
210 Cannon.

Committee on Education and Labor, Subcommittee on
Higher Education and Workforce Investment, hearing en-
titled “Broken Promises: Examining the Failed Imple-
mentation of the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Pro-
gram”, 10:15 a.m., 2175 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Human Services,
hearing entitled “Examining the Policies and Priorities of
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC)
and the Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs
(OFCCP)”, 2 p.m., 2175 Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations, hearing entitled “Protecting
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Committee on Veterans' Affairs: Full Committee held a hearing entitled ``Critical Impact: How Barriers to Hiring at VA Affect Patient Care and Access''. Testimony was heard from Daniel R. Sitterly, Assistant Secretary, Office of Human Resources and Administration/Operations, Security, and Preparedness, Department of Veterans Affairs; Michael Missal, Inspector General, VA Office of Inspector General, Department of Veterans Affairs; and Robert Goldenkoff, Director, Strategic Issues, Government Accountability Office.
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CRITICAL IMPACT: HOW BARRIERS TO HIRING AT VA AFFECT PATIENT CARE AND ACCESS 
Committee on Veterans' Affairs: Full Committee held a hearing entitled ``Critical Impact: How Barriers to Hiring at VA Affect Patient Care and Access''. Testimony was heard from Daniel R. Sitterly, Assistant Secretary, Office of Human Resources and Administration/Operations, Security, and Preparedness, Department of Veterans Affairs; Michael Missal, Inspector General, Department of Veterans Affairs; and Robert Goldenkoff, Director, Strategic Issues, Government Accountability Office.
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